
Reducing the Risk of Vehicle Key Crime 
The Thatcham Registered Locksmith (TRL) Scheme  
 
Thatcham, the insurer funded research centre, in conjunction with the Auto Locksmith Association 
and the Master Locksmiths Association has established a new service to provide a database of 
Thatcham Recognised Locksmiths to assist owners and minimise the risks associated with missing 
and replacement vehicle keys. 
 
This new scheme will cover cars, vans, motorcycles, light commercial vehicles, heavy commercial 
vehicles, agricultural and construction plant and machinery. To be registered the locksmith will have 
to meet a number of criteria including quality control procedures, which will be subject to audit, staff 
Criminal Records Bureau checks, adherence to the Auto Locksmith Code of Practice and be able to 
prove competency through the Auto Locksmith Industry exam. 
 
Successful applicants will be permitted to use the TRL logo for the duration of their recognition and be 
listed on the Thatcham website (www.thatcham.org). This database will provide the body repair 
industry and vehicle owners with a quick, easy guide to automotive locksmiths in their area, who 
conform to the requirements of Thatcham’s strict criteria. 
 

Mike Briggs, Thatcham’s Vehicle Security Manager, said: “The Thatcham Registered Locksmith 
scheme will provide a major improvement in vehicle security in the event of lost or missing keys both 
for individual motorists and for businesses.” 

ENDS  

FOR FURTHER MEDIA INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Iain Wallace, Communications Executive 

Tel No: 01635 293153 

Fax No: 01635 861862 

Email: press@thatcham.org 

  

Note to Editors: 
 
Thatcham are happy to provide informed opinion to press on a range of automotive issues including 
vehicle repair, security and safety. Please contact our press office as above.  

Thatcham  

The Motor Insurance Repair Research Centre, or ‘Thatcham’ as it is widely known, was formed in 
1969 by British Insurers. The Centre is independently operated and has its own Board of Directors. Its 
main aim is to carry out research targeted at containing or reducing the cost of motor insurance 
claims, whilst maintaining safety standards. Thatcham provides products and services for a number of 
functional areas within the collision repair industry: Insurers; Motor Manufacturers; Equipment 
Manufacturers and Suppliers.  

Employing over 167 members of staff, Thatcham has an established reputation as an automotive 
standard setter and a proven capability in delivering an array of totally unique, high quality, ready to 
use and bespoke products and services to the automotive industry, on a global stage. 
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FOCUS FOCUS FOCUS 

Triple Focus 16th-17th June 
 
A must attend event for crash repairers, insurers and vehicle manufacturers. 
Register your FREE place at www.thatcham.org/triplefocus 

Setting the Standards, Raising the Skills 
Have an opinion about our products? Please leave your thoughts at www.thatcham.org/feedback 
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